
Östersundom 
district  was joined 
to Helsinki in 2008  





Östersundom  planning  area today  

ÅRural area with  agrarian 
activities 

ÅSparsely populated (ca. 6000 
inhabitans ) 

ÅLocal service level low 

ÅPublic transportation  based on 
buses 



Landscape and nature  

ÅMosaic of farmland , forests 
and seminatural  biotopes 

ÅSipoonkorpi  forest area and 
national park in northern  part  
of planning  area is connected 
to coastal biotopes by 
ecological corridors  (streams 
or forest sides) 

ÅNatura 2000 area in coastal 
area is 350 ha (bird  directive) 

ÅConservation areas 193 ha 

ÅFlooding is common in coastal 
areas 

 



Östersundom  district  belongs  to 
metropolitan  green  belt  that  can  be 
seen  in satellite  images . 



Planning  area  45 km 2 

Helsinki 30 km 2 

Vantaa 6 km 2 

Sipoo 9 km 2 
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Main goal of the official  joint  master  

plan: from  rurality  to urbanity . 

65 -70 000 inhabitants  
15 000 new jobs  
Compact urban  structure  
Ecologically  sustainable  
Connected  to metro network  



Official  joint  master  plan  of 
Helsinki, Vantaa and Sipoo  

Natura 2000 network  



Why making alternative  master  plan? 

ÅTo offer  concrete  alternative  
land -use  plan  to the area  

 

ÅTo increase  ecological  
understanding  of general 
public  and decision -makers  

 

ÅTo increase  awareness  of 
citizens  about  ongoing  master  
plan   

 

ÅTo influence  to official  master  
plan  at very  beginning  

 

ÅTo offer  holistic  land -use  
solution  (not  just resisting )  

 



Background of the project  

ÅCo-work of Helsinki, Vantaa, 
Sipoo and Uusimaa nature 
conservation groups 

ÅCoordinator  

ÅDesignoffice dadadotank 

ÅAdvisory board: nature 
activists, volunteer species 
experts  

ÅPlanning was based on earlier 
field  inventories  made by 
authorities  and volunteers 
(mainly  published, all 
documented) 

 

 



The structure  of project  
 

ÅAdvisory board works with  
maps 

ÅFirst  step: exclude areas with  
biodiversity  and ecosystem 
function  values (flooding ) 

ÅArchitects produces master 
plan together with  coordinator  

ÅAdvisory board comments  

ÅSame time coordinator  with  
activists write  master plan 
principles  and aims 

ÅOwn websites  

ÅSeminars for authorities , 
politicians  and citizens  

 




